
Downloading Yahoo Financial Data Sets

History:  

In the past, Yahoo Finance allowed users to automate downloads of 
stock data freely.  

With the advent of paid data services, Yahoo has unfortunately decided 
to disable automated downloads.  

However, manual downloads of data are still possible, and the files in 
this folder can be used to accomplish this task.

This README file illustrates the steps

Note that “ETF” means “Exchange Traded Fund”



Yahoo Finance (Illustrated with SPY ETF):
https://finance.yahoo.com/quote/SPY?ltr=1

Click 
Here

https://finance.yahoo.com/quote/SPY?ltr=1


Set the date 
range here

Next, click 
on “Apply”

Finally, click on 
“Download Data”



In a text editor, the file looks like this: In Excel, the file looks like this:



Workflow

• Download the stock/ETF data files that you want to use
• Example:  SPY.csv is the SPY Exchange Traded Fund
• Pick 10 Stocks or ETFs that you want to analyze
• Download these .csv files
• Put the names of these stocks or ETFs into a file Stocks_List.txt
• Place the .csv files into the same folder as the  Stocks_List.txt file and 

the python codes
• For plotting and analysis, either use the .csv files directly, or run the 

python code Convert_Stock_Data.py to convert the data into a text 
file format (if desired)



Example of a Time Series Plot



Example of a Daily Price Change Plot
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